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					Proposition 29, the Third Time in Three Elections, Asks Californians to Require Dialysis Clinics to Have a Doctor on Site

[image: ] 

The measure would require kidney dialysis clinics to get state consent before closing or reducing patient services. It would also force clinics to have a physician or nurse practitioner on site during treatment hours.

Proponents argue that this will improve patients’ lives. But critics say it’s a union tactic to bully the industry into unionization.

Proponents

This measure would require dialysis clinics to have a doctor, nurse practitioner or physician assistant on premises during treatment hours. It’s backed by labor union SEIU-UHW and opposed by two private for-profit dialysis companies. Both are national out-of-state businesses that own or operate about three-quarters of the state’s dialysis centers.

Both sides are spending millions in the campaign. As of August 1, the committee to support the proposition has raised more than $7 million. The committee to oppose the measure has spent nearly $8.1 million.

Supporters argue that the measure will improve patient safety by requiring clinics to have doctors, nurses and nurse practitioners on site during treatments. Opponents say it will drive up costs for patients, forcing some centers to close or reduce hours and limiting access to lifesaving treatment. They also argue that the proposal doesn’t address California’s shortage of medical professionals.

Opponents

Having spent months watching both sides spend millions on advertising for and against Proposition 29, the 2022 California ballot measure that would require dialysis clinics to have physicians on-site or available virtually during treatment, it’s clear to KQED’s Prop Fest that many people oppose the bill. Opponents of the measure claim it will lead to higher costs and force some clinics to scale back or close altogether because they won’t be able to afford the new staffing requirements. They also believe it would exacerbate a healthcare provider shortage in the state.

The top funders of the ballot measure committee opposing Proposition 29 are DaVita and Fresenius Medical Care, which own 80% of California’s dialysis clinics. Those companies and other dialysis providers argue that keeping a physician on-site is unnecessary. In addition, they say the measure would force them to add jobs that aren’t needed and pass those costs on to patients. They say the initiative system was created to solve problems that elected officials couldn’t, but it shouldn’t be weaponized like this.

Summary

For the third time in three election cycles, California voters are being asked to impose new rules on kidney dialysis clinics. This year, the measure is called Proposition 29. It would require a physician, nurse practitioner or physician’s assistant to be present (either in person or via telehealth) during treatment at outpatient dialysis clinics. It also would require clinics to report infection data and publicly disclose ownership interests.

The proponents of the measure, the Service Employees International Union-United Healthcare Workers, argue that the requirements will improve patient safety. But the nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office has found that they will cost clinics millions of dollars annually and could force some to close, putting patients’ lives at risk.

Voters should reject this cynical attempt to play doctor and set new health care policies at the ballot box, instead leaving those decisions to lawmakers and state and federal regulators. It’s time to put a stop to this type of unnecessary and harmful interference with the free market.

Final Words

When reformers created California’s initiative system more than a century ago, they imagined citizens conquering powerful interests. Unfortunately, their system has been weaponized into a tool for political extortion.

This year, unions and two of the world’s largest dialysis providers are using ballot measure 29 to bludgeon clinics into accepting their demands to unionize. This is the third such measure the unions have put on the ballot, and voters should reject it again this time around.

A city or town attorney (or, in counties and special purpose districts with countywide boundaries, the prosecuting attorney) is responsible for drafting the concise description. The jurisdiction submitting the measure must also identify a “pro” committee and a “con” committee to prepare arguments in favor and against the proposal. The county auditor certifies these committees, but does not determine whether a proposition passed or failed. Ballotpedia scores the readability of a ballot title and summary by using the Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level and Flesch Reading Ease formulas.
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					The Evolution: A Convergence of Biology and Digital Innovation
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					Evolution has been a cornerstone concept in understanding the diversity and complexity of life on Earth. At the heart of evolution lies the principle of adaptation, the remarkable process through which organisms adjust and fine-tune their existence to thrive in the ever-changing environments they inhabit. This journey of evolution is not just a tale of the ancient past; it continues to unfold in every nook and cranny of our planet, and today, we are witnessing it through the lens of technology and information, specifically within the digital ecosystem.

Consider the online gaming industry, a dynamic and rapidly evolving segment of entertainment. Here we find the concept of an “evolution dealer,” a term that may seem out of place at first glance, but upon closer inspection, reveals a vibrant fusion of biology and digital innovation. A {에볼루션 알}, or evolution dealer, represents more than just a position in the virtual realm. It symbolizes the growth and adaptation of gaming platforms to provide users with experiences that are immersive, realistic, and engaging.

In the heart of this technological metamorphosis are websites like 에볼루션 알, which host a variety of games, simulating real-world interactions through virtual dealers. These platforms employ sophisticated algorithms and state-of-the-art software to breathe life into the digital domain, ensuring that each player’s experience is unique and exhilarating. The evolution dealer stands as a testament to mankind’s ingenuity in creating digital environments that mirror the complexities of the natural world.

As players engage with these platforms, they are partaking in a grand experiment in digital evolution. With every hand dealt, every spin of the roulette wheel, and every interaction, they are shaping the trajectory of online gaming, prompting it to evolve in response to their desires and behaviors. It is a form of natural selection, where user preferences and feedback drive the continuous improvement and diversification of gaming experiences.

Imagine stepping into this virtual savannah, where the fittest platforms survive by adapting to user demands for higher quality, greater authenticity, and increased interactivity. The evolution dealer is both the guide and the outcome of this environment, fostering a connection between the digital and the biological realms of evolution.

Just as life on Earth persists through adaptation, so too do these gaming ecosystems, growing more complex and nuanced over time. It’s a living reminder of how the principles of natural selection extend beyond the physical world and into the vast digital landscapes we have constructed.

As we reflect on this fusion of concepts, we come to understand that evolution is not confined to history textbooks or the natural world alone. It is ongoing, vibrant, and as present in our digital interactions as it is in the DNA spiraling within our cells.

To conclude, the concept of an evolution dealer represents a convergence of the biological principles of adaptation and the cutting-edge realities of the digital age. It stands as a metaphor for continual growth, a beacon of innovation in the online gaming industry, and a reminder of the relentless current of change that defines our existence.

FAQs:

1. What is an evolution dealer in the context of online gaming?

   An evolution dealer is a virtual operator or host in online gaming platforms that provides an interface for players to engage with casino-like games, enhancing the experience with a human touch and realistic interactions.

2. How do online gaming platforms like 에볼루션 알 ensure a realistic gaming experience?

   These platforms use advanced software, high-quality video streaming, and interactive features to replicate the feel of a real casino, complete with live dealers and real-time gameplay.

3. Why is user feedback important in the online gaming industry?

   User feedback helps platform developers to understand player preferences and areas that need improvement, ensuring that the games and overall experience continue to evolve and meet the expectations of players.

4. Can you explain the importance of the “fitness” of online gaming platforms?

   The “fitness” of an online gaming platform refers to its ability to attract and retain users by offering superior gaming experiences, reliable services, and innovations that respond to user demands.

5. In what ways do online gaming experiences reflect the principles of natural selection?

   Just like organisms in nature, online gaming platforms must adapt to the changing preferences and behaviors of their users to survive and thrive, making the most successful platforms those that best meet the needs of their player base.
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					Connecting Fans Worldwide: MLB중계 Brings Live MLB Games to Global Audiences
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					Baseball, the quintessential American pastime, thrives not only within the confines of the United States but also far beyond its borders. Among the nations with a burgeoning baseball culture is South Korea, where the game’s popularity has soared to such heights that live broadcasts, or mlb중계, of Major League Baseball (MLB) games are consumed with fervent enthusiasm.

Imagine settling into the fervor of a live MLB game from anywhere in the world; this is the magic of MLB live streams. The power they hold in connecting fans worldwide to their beloved sport is unparalleled. Whether you’re an expat, a local fan with a penchant for international leagues, or a Korean American seeking a slice of home, MLB중계 services bridge the gap between you and your favorite teams and players.

Consider the landscape—the lights, the crack of the bat, the roar of the crowd. These elements are elegantly transported across continents through modern streaming technology, ensuring every home run and strikeout is experienced in real-time. The anticipation builds as if you’re watching from the bleachers, despite being half a world away. As you navigate to MLB중계, the broadcast begins, and the field comes to life on your screen.

What is a live stream without the quality and commentary that makes you feel like you are part of the action? Key in providing an immersive viewing experience, streaming services offering MLB중계 ensure high-definition visuals and insightful, bilingual commentary, captivating both the English-speaking and Korean-speaking audiences.

As the innings progress, the strategic beauty of baseball unfolds. Every pitch, every hit, and every play carries weight, building suspense in every moment of the game. For many Koreans, following MLB games is more than a hobby. It’s a connection to a sport loved for its intricate tactics and the raw talents of its athletes.

To wrap up, the energy of an MLB game is something that must be felt to be understood, and with MLB중계, it is delivered straight to your screen, accompanied by the cheers and gasps of a global audience. Now, let’s delve into some common inquiries fans might have.

**FAQs:**

1. **What is MLB중계?**

MLB중계 refers to the live broadcasting of Major League Baseball games, particularly tailored for Korean-speaking audiences.

2. **How can I access MLB중계?**

You can access MLB live streams through various online streaming platforms and sports networks that cater to Korean audiences.

3. **Do MLB중계 services include English commentary?**

Yes, many services offer bilingual commentary, allowing both English-speaking and Korean-speaking fans to enjoy the game.

4. **Can I watch MLB games live in South Korea?**

Absolutely, with the help of MLB중계 services, fans in South Korea can watch games live as they occur in the United States.

5. **Are MLB live streams available in HD?**

Yes, most streaming services offer high-definition broadcasts, ensuring a high-quality viewing experience.
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					Is 메이저놀이터 the Next Big Thing in Online Entertainment?

In a world where digital landscapes are constantly shifting, there’s a new virtual playground capturing the attention of millions: the 메이저놀이터. You might be asking, what makes this online entertainment hub so popular, and why are people flocking to it?

The 메이저놀이터, or major playground in English, represents an online platform that has redefined leisure time for an ever-connected generation. These platforms are not just about gaming; they are comprehensive ecosystems where users can interact socially, engage in activities, and even learn new skills—all in a safe and controlled environment.

One might wonder what sets 메이저놀이터 apart from the rest of the internet’s playgrounds. The answer lies in the meticulous curation and an unwavering commitment to user safety. With advancements in technology, these sites have bolstered their defenses against cyber threats, ensuring a protected space for users to let loose and have fun.

As you dive deeper into the world of 메이저놀이터, a casual tone invites familiarity. Imagine stepping into a virtual world where every turn greets you with excitement and every click immerses you in a new adventure. It’s a place that feels both expansive and intimate, where friendships can be kindled across borders through shared experiences.

What’s truly intriguing about the 메이저놀이터 phenomenon is its chameleon-like ability to adapt to its users’ desires. It listens, evolves, and grows with its audience. It’s as if it is alive, pulsating with the collective heartbeat of its community. Here, age is just a number, and the only passport you need is your imagination.

After spending hours exploring this captivating realm, you reach the conclusion that 메이저놀이터 is more than just a fleeting trend. It is a cultural movement, an escape from the mundane, and a gateway to a world brimming with possibilities.

To discover more, visit 메이저놀이터.

Now, let’s address some queries you might still have.

FAQs:

Q: What activities can you participate in at a 메이저놀이터?

A: From online gaming and virtual sports, to chat rooms and educational programs, there’s a wide range of activities designed for entertainment, social interaction, and learning.

Q: Is 메이저놀이터 suitable for all ages?

A: Yes, these platforms are created to be inclusive and have something for everyone, regardless of age.

Q: How do 메이저놀이터 ensure user safety?

A: They employ advanced security measures such as SSL encryption, strict privacy policies, and moderated environments to protect users from cyber threats and ensure a safe online experience.

Q: Can you meet new people on 메이저놀이터?

A: Absolutely, it’s a social hub where you can connect with others who share similar interests in a safe and friendly online space.

Q: Why is 메이저놀이터 gaining so much popularity?

A: The combination of a secure environment, diverse activities, and the ability to connect with others culturally and socially resonates with modern internet users, making it a sought-after destination in the online world.
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					Measure ULA to Fund Housing and Homelessness Prevention Programs

[image: ] 

Measure ULA is a new transfer tax on sales of residential and commercial property in Los Angeles City worth over $5 million. It generates $900 million annually for affordable housing and homelessness prevention programs.

A new ballot initiative backed by Kilroy Realty seeks to invalidate this new local tax. Watch for future updates as votes continue to be counted.

1. Taxes on Multi-Million Dollar Sales

Measure ULA, also known as the “mansion tax,” raises transfer taxes on both residential and commercial real estate sales in Los Angeles. It is intended to fund affordable housing and homelessness programs by collecting funds from property sales in the city.

The new tax will be levied on all real estate transactions with a value exceeding $5 million, and will apply to both commercial and residential properties. According to the city, the measure will generate an estimated $900 million annually. The revenue will be placed into a separate fund earmarked for housing and homeless services.

This funding will primarily be directed towards building new homes, purchasing and repurposing existing buildings for affordable housing, providing rental assistance and guaranteeing counsel for tenants in eviction cases. However, some critics have claimed that a tax on multifamily units will depress new apartment development and have a negative impact on the overall affordable housing crisis in Los Angeles.

2. Eviction Protections

Across the country, localities are adopting good cause eviction protections to help people stay in their homes. These protections limit the reasons landlords can evict tenants, and may include procedural and substantive requirements, such as notice and discovery rights, a right to a jury trial, or a violation of the implied warranty of habitability.

Measure ULA will raise between $600 million and $1.1 billion per year, according to estimates by the city’s chief legislative analyst, to fund a range of affordable housing and homelessness initiatives. These programs include funding for the purchase of apartments and hotels for conversion to affordable housing, construction of new units using established and innovative models, targeted rental assistance, and legal support for tenants facing eviction.

A small group of wealthy special interests oppose this vital measure, and are spending millions to mislead and confuse voters. These real estate corporations and property management groups represent exploitative landlords like Douglas Emmett Properties, which was recently sued after two fires that killed residents in their buildings.

3. Rent Relief

Affectionately known to some as the “mansion tax,” if approved by voters, Measure ULA will impose a new 4% transfer tax on property sales valued at $5 million or more. This will increase the amount of money available to fund affordable housing projects and support tenant-related programs like temporary eviction assistance.

A small group of wealthy special interests are spending millions to mislead voters on this vital measure. These include exploitative real estate corporations, like Douglas Emmett Properties, that operates thousands of apartments in West Los Angeles and recently faced criticism for two fires that left residents homeless.

Supporters of the measure argue that its innovative solutions will do what previous legislation and a parade of politicians have failed to achieve: speed up housing construction and reduce homelessness. Opponents counter that the cost of the new transfer tax will be passed on to tenants in the form of higher rents. They also claim that the broader impact of Measure ULA will be to drive workers away from L.A.

4. Tenant Protections

A day after tenants faced a deadline to pay back rent accrued during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Los Angeles City Council’s Housing and Homelessness Committee approved guidelines and an expenditure plan for funds generated by the Measure ULA “mansion tax.” The proposed plan would fund critical short-term emergency assistance, tenant outreach and education, and protections against harassment and eviction defense.

The new tax will generate hundreds of millions of dollars a year and will be deposited into a trust fund to support affordable housing and tenant protections. Its implementation will be overseen by an appointed “Citizen Oversight Committee.”

More than 200 community-based organizations, including tenant organizers on the frontlines of LA’s eviction crisis, support YES on Measure ULA, including housing justice advocates like LACAN and People Assisting the Homeless. And labor groups, including LA’s Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance and the American Federation of Labor, are backing this measure’s strong worker protections. These groups want to ensure that workers have quality jobs and decent living standards.
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					Election Propositions Results Hidden on Ballots
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Unlike some ballot initiatives, which receive a lot of attention from news coverage and campaign fundraising, other proposals are buried on the bottom of ballots. They may be difficult for voters to find and understand.

Mary Creasman of California Environmental Voters said a combination of factors led to the defeat of Prop 30: the governor’s opposition, the Sierra Club’s neutrality and the controversy over whether timber companies or Lyft were funding it.

Proposition 1: Right to Abortion

Since the Supreme Court ruled that individual states control abortion rights, most have chosen to regulate them. The west coast states of Washington, Oregon, and California, the island state of Hawaii, and ten other states (New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, Rhode Island, Vermont, Minnesota, and Illinois) have laws protecting abortion access. In many states, however, abortion is completely banned or only available with significant restrictions.

This year, Ohio voters rejected a measure to enshrine a strict, anti-abortion amendment in the state constitution. The effort was backed by a powerful coalition that includes Gov. Gavin Newsom, Planned Parenthood, and a host of women’s and reproductive rights organizations. Voters also voted to reject efforts in Arkansas and South Dakota to raise the 60% supermajority required for approval of constitutional amendments. These votes ensure that the lower, less restrictive bar will remain in place in 2022 and beyond.

Proposition 2: Taxes

Voters have rejected a ballot measure that would have let California tribes and gambling companies offer sports betting online. The AP has made the race call, but it could take days or weeks before all ballots are counted.

Mary Creasman, CEO of the environmental group California Environmental Voters, says Newsom’s role in the “No on 30” campaign was a major factor in the measure’s defeat. She says public polling showed that support eroded after the governor cut his first ad criticizing it.

The measure’s failure may also reveal something about Californians’ policy priorities. It’s complicated, but voters seemed to be “picky” about the propositions they gave the green light to. For example, obscure residential property tax rule changes got more traction than higher-profile ones designed to improve local government funding. They also embraced measures that addressed homelessness and housing instability while rejecting those focused on the coronavirus pandemic. That suggests that Californians are willing to be progressive if they can make the case for it.

Proposition 3: Land Banks

Ten years after the housing crisis, systemic poverty and inequality continue to undermine neighborhood stability in cities across America. In response, states and localities across the United States have adopted land banks – government-owned entities with broad powers to acquire abandoned or foreclosed property, repurpose it, and return it to productive use — as a key tool to stabilize communities and support investment.

In addition to purchasing and redeveloping properties, land banks can make them available for low-income residents or non-profits who meet certain criteria. They can also impose specific restrictions on the sale of a property, such as requiring that developers agree to set aside affordable housing units in a development project.

State laws establishing land banks typically include tax recapture provisions, which allow the entity to recoup some of the back taxes it collects on property sales for a specified number of years. These provisions can help land banks establish a sustainable funding source, and ensure that their activities are aligned with community priorities.

Proposition 4: Voter ID

For years, voter ID has been one of the most contentious political issues in America. Republicans have pushed for it as a necessary precaution against fraud, while Democrats accuse it of disenfranchising voters from marginalized groups.

Despite this, polls consistently show that majorities of Americans support the measure. The recent Monmouth poll found that 64% of Democrats and 87% of independents back it, which is especially striking given the intense political fight.

Evaluating the effect of these laws is difficult for a number of reasons, including infrequent elections, the short periods of time that strict ID requirements are in place, and ongoing legal challenges. However, what we do know is that they have failed to prevent the rare instances of fraud and instead have had an impact on turnout in places where they are in place. These effects are lessened when competition is taken into account, but they remain significant. This may partially explain why turnout varies so much in places with and without photo ID.
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					Unlocking the Depths: Discovering the Ultimate Realm of Fun and Excitement
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					Picture this: you’ve just discovered 메이저놀이터, a playground of unlimited entertainment and thrills, a treasure trove of fun that awaits your eager anticipation. Now, imagine that you have the key to unlock its deepest secrets, to unveil the layers of joy, safety, and unmatched excitement it harbors. You’re not just standing at the gates of any amusement hub; you’re at the threshold of the ultimate experience.

Let’s take a stroll through this realm, shall we? The first thing that strikes you about 메이저놀이터 is the sheer euphoria that envelops you. The air is thick with laughter, the kind that is infectious, the kind that will have you grinning before you even know it. It’s a place where the rush of adrenaline meets sheer happiness. Here, every corner, every nook, promises an adventure. 

Why is the 메이저놀이터 so coveted, you ask? Simple. It respects the quintessence of pure, unadulterated fun. This is where memories are minted, where friendships are forged in the heat of excitement and cool down in the comfort of safety. Children dash and dart, climbing, sliding, swinging—a symphony of energetic movements. Adults aren’t merely spectators; they’re active participants in this game of joy.

Safety, the backbone of 메이저놀이터, is not a concern to be taken lightly. Here, every inch is proof of meticulous attention to detail. The certification of top-grade materials, the implementation of thoughtful design, and the commitment to regular maintenance are the holy trinity that ensures each visit is as secure as it is exciting.

Yet, 메이저놀이터 isn’t just an escapade of physical activity; it’s a mental retreat, a place where imaginations can run wild, unbound by the shackles of everyday dreariness. It’s a canvas of dreams where the colors of creativity splatter and spill, forming patterns of play that enthrall the senses.

As the sun begins to dip beneath the horizon, casting golden hues over the 메이저놀이터, you realize that the time spent here is more than a pause from reality—it’s a dip into a fountain of rejuvenation. As you prepare to step out, you know you’ll carry a piece of this magic with you, nestled deep within the treasure chest of your heart.

In conclusion, 메이저놀이터 isn’t just a spot on the map; it’s a destination within oneself. With its harmonious blend of thrill and tranquility, it’s where the heart races and the soul rests. It guides us through a journey of exhilarating peaks and soothing valleys, leaving us with an insatiable yearning for another visit.

FAQs:

**Q1: What is 메이저놀이터?**

A1: 메이저놀이터 is a term often used to describe a premier recreational space that offers a combination of thrill, entertainment, and safety for people of all ages.

**Q2: Why is safety so important at 메이저놀이터?**

A2: Safety ensures that visitors can enjoy all the amenities and activities without the risk of injury, making it a stress-free environment for both fun-seekers and guardians.

**Q3: Can adults enjoy 메이저놀이터 as well as children?**

A3: Absolutely! 메이저놀이터 is designed to be a universal haven of joy, offering a variety of activities that adults can participate in and enjoy alongside children.

**Q4: What makes 메이저놀이터 different from other amusement spaces?**

A4: It is the commitment to high standards of safety, diverse entertainment options, and the promise of a memorable experience that sets 메이저놀이터 apart.

**Q5: How often should 메이저놀이터 be visited?**

A5: It can be visited as often as desired. Each visit to 메이저놀이터 offers a new opportunity to create cherished memories and experience joyous moments.
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					Arkansas Ballot Initiatives and Referendums
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For more than 80 years, Arkansas’s unique system of direct democracy has allowed citizens to create laws affecting their lives through the initiative and referendum processes. This includes legislatively referred state statutes and citizen-initiated constitutional amendments.

Three years ago, voters overwhelmingly rejected a proposal to restrict ballot measures. Now, Republicans are trying again.

Issue 1

A constitutional amendment that would allow the legislature to call themselves into special sessions upon a joint proclamation of the Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tempore or two-thirds of the members of each chamber. Currently, only the governor can call a special legislative session.

Farm Bureau opposes this issue because it will encourage Arkansas’ elected officials to seek jobs in other states where special legislative sessions are not required or allowed, thus further reducing the number of Arkansans who can represent their fellow citizens in our state government. It also threatens to diminish the balance of power between the legislative and executive branches of government.

This amendment amends the constitution to prevent the state and local governments from interfering with religion, prohibiting courts from “undermining” religious freedom. Farm Bureau believes the constitution already protects religious freedom in our state and that this proposed constitutional amendment is unnecessary.

Issue 2

During the 20 years between 2000 and 2020, voters passed 40 proposals to amend the state constitution or create new laws through the ballot initiative process. The state constitution currently requires a simple majority vote to pass these citizen-led initiatives. In 2022, the legislature proposed a change to that threshold that voters will decide on Nov. 8. Issue 2 would require that a 60% supermajority of voters approve constitutional amendments and citizen-initiated state statutes that are legislatively referred to the ballot by the legislature.

Ray says a 60% vote requirement would prevent out-of-state interests from controlling state laws and help ensure that policy changes are made with broad consensus. But opponents say the measure goes too far and would make it harder for citizens to put forward their ideas.

The League of Women Voters of Arkansas has filed a lawsuit against the bill. It alleges that the legislation violates the state constitution by increasing the number of counties from which petition signatures must originate to 50 from 15. The group Protect AR Right is launching a digital campaign against the measure.

Issue 3

In addition to voting for politicians to represent them in the state Legislature, Arkansas citizens have the right of direct democracy to propose laws they think should be on the ballot. This includes constitutional amendments and statutes.

Issue 3 would change how those proposed measures are approved. It would require more signatures to get a measure on the ballot and remove a requirement that bills and constitutional amendments be published in each county. It also makes it easier to file lawsuits challenging a ballot initiative.

ArFB opposes this measure because it weakens checks and balances. It also encourages out-of-state interests to meddle in our democratic process and could lead to a constitutional crisis when the legislature would be required to convene by a two-thirds vote of both houses of the Legislature. In addition, the higher signature requirements could deter candidates from running for office because of concerns about a busy workload. That’s bad for the economy and bad for the state.

Issue 4

Three years ago, when Arkansas voters rejected several progressive initiatives like medical marijuana and the minimum wage, Republican politicians promised to make it more difficult for citizens to place their own measures on the ballot. This month, they sneaked that measure into a regular bill and pushed it through the legislature without voters knowing.

The new law, Act 236, changes how signatures are collected on an initiative or referendum petition by increasing the number of counties from which signatures must originate to 50. It also allows the attorney general to review a petition title before it’s circulated.

Supporters say it’s needed to keep government from burdening religious liberty. Opponents argue that it could be used to deny abortion rights, saying that Roe v. Wade’s overturning has left the door open for this possibility. They also say it will make it harder for businesses that require sobriety to hire workers.
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Arkansas allows citizens to propose laws and state constitutional amendments through the ballot initiative process. Under state law, supporters must gather signatures from a certain percentage of legal voters.

 But after voters rebuffed a GOP ballot measure proposal in 2020, Republicans drafted legislation to make it harder for citizens to put initiatives on the ballot.

Issue 1: Amendment to the State Constitution

Three years ago, Arkansas Republicans reacted to the success of progressive ballot initiatives like medical marijuana and an increased minimum wage by proposing a constitutional amendment that would make it more difficult for voters to place measures on the ballot. That proposal was soundly rejected in November 2020.

The state constitution currently allows citizens to propose legislatively referred constitutional amendments to be placed on the ballot by collecting signatures from a majority of registered voters in at least 15 counties. HB 1419, however, would raise that requirement to 50 counties.

Supporters of the measure argue that this will provide a level playing field to groups with deep pockets, which can afford to invest large sums in their initiatives. Opponents, however, say the bill would violate the First Amendment, which prohibits government from burdening a person’s practice of religion.

Issue 2: Amendment to the State Constitution

The State Constitution allows the General Assembly to propose up to three constitutional amendments for Arkansas voters to decide. These are filed in resolution form and vetted by a joint House-Senate State Agencies Committee.

Citizens may also petition for citizen-led initiatives to appear on the ballot. In both cases, a simple majority of the statewide vote is needed to pass an amendment or initiated act.

But if SB 1419 becomes law, that threshold would rise to 60% for legislatively-referred proposed constitutional amendments and citizen-led initiated acts. The measure’s advocates argue this is necessary to protect the rights of all Arkansans, including those from out-of-state interests. But opponents say it will make it harder for voters to challenge their government’s policies.

Issue 3: Amendment to the State Constitution

As part of the state constitution, legislators are allowed to refer three proposals to voters on a general election ballot. If voters approve these proposed amendments, they will be added to the constitution.

This would allow for the licensing of marijuana grows and dispensaries to sell non-medical marijuana. It also includes a sales tax and requires the proceeds from those sales be used to pay law enforcement stipends every year, support the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and fund drug court programs.

HB 1419 recycles a proposal that voters rejected in 2020, but this time it was drafted as a constitutional amendment to sidestep voter opposition. It would change the rules for the ballot initiative process and require future initiatives to get 60% of votes.

Issue 4: Amendment to the State Constitution

When state legislators approve an initiated statute or constitutional amendment, citizens can collect signatures to refer it to a public vote. The proposal must receive a majority of votes to pass.

Republican politicians got so upset about progressive initiatives like medical marijuana and the minimum wage that they tried to amend the constitution to make it harder for citizens to place initiatives on the ballot. That measure, Issue 3, was rejected by voters.

The House State Agencies and Governmental Affairs Committee is proposing changes to the current guidelines for submission, challenge and approval of proposed amendments. The panel is considering three proposed constitutional amendments to refer to the public. Its chairman, Rep. Dwight Tosh, R-Jonesboro, said members will not be voting on the resolutions, but rather indicating which of the proposals are their first, second and third choices.

Issue 5: Amendment to the State Constitution

The measure would require that constitutional amendments, initiated acts and referendums pass with a supermajority of 60 percent of the votes. Currently, they need only a majority of the vote to pass.

The proposal would also make it easier for the legislature to impose additional requirements on citizen-led initiatives. For example, it would allow the state attorney general to file a legal challenge against ballot language that misleads or deceives voters.

But critics argue that the amendment is unconstitutional, saying that the state constitution does not contain any provisions limiting how voter-led initiatives can be structured or voted on. Tucker called the measure “one of the most blatantly unconstitutional” bills he has ever seen in his years in the legislature. Regardless, the measure’s fate will be determined by the state supreme court.
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As the midterm elections approach, Republicans are focusing on winning back congressional seats. That includes Virginia’s 10th District, where Rep. Barbara Comstock faces a tough challenge from Democrat Jennifer Wexton.

 Voters will also choose the state’s next governor and legislative leaders. All 140 General Assembly seats will be on the ballot.

Issues on the Ballot

The state’s General Assembly and some localities are holding elections this fall. Here’s a look at the issues that voters will decide.

The Wason Center poll shows that Virginians’ top concerns include the economy and inflation, abortion and K-12 education. A split between the parties in the legislature has resulted in a political stalemate, but the outcome of November’s election could have major implications for state policy on these and other issues.

Voters will also decide on several ballot measures, including a constitutional amendment allowing surviving spouses of disabled veterans to claim a tax exemption on their property even if they move out of the home shared with the veteran. The measure is a response to a court decision that struck down a law that limited the exemption for such spouses. Voters may also be asked to approve or reject a constitutional amendment that would require legislators to disclose how they spend campaign funds. These types of ballot measures are referred by the General Assembly or by voter petition.

Question 1: Tax Exemption for Property Owners in Flood-Prone Areas

Voters in areas that have experienced repeated flooding or are at high risk of floods can request a tax exemption on their property. The local governing board would decide whether to grant the exemption.

The measure is a legislatively referred constitutional amendment, which means the legislature voted to put it on the ballot. NCSL’s Statewide Ballot Measures Database includes all statewide ballot measures certified by election officials for each year from the late 1800s through the present. The information in the database is searchable by state, topic, keyword, year and measure type.

The legislation would also allow people to register to vote at a location that they consider their primary residence, such as their parent’s home or a place of employment. However, voters will still be required to show proof of their address when voting. People who do not have proof of their address can cast a provisional ballot, which will be reviewed during the electoral board’s canvass (official tally) after the election.

Question 2: Independent Redistricting Commission

The last time Virginia voters had the opportunity to address redistricting, they approved a state constitutional amendment that shifted responsibility for drawing congressional and legislative district boundaries from the legislature to a commission of eight legislators and eight citizens. That commission is charged with producing plans that meet certain criteria, including making districts contiguous and compact; ensuring communities of interest are preserved; and, when possible, providing opportunities for racial minorities to elect candidates of their choice.

This commission has proved unable to produce fair maps, and the task now falls to the Supreme Court. A “yes” vote would establish an independent commission that, if it produces reasonable districts, will be required to submit them to the legislature for approval without any changes. If the commission cannot produce reasonable maps, or if the legislature rejects them, the Supreme Court will be responsible for drawing new districts. The commission’s members will be chosen by the General Assembly, so the potential for political influence remains high.

Question 3: Abortion Access

In the US, a person may legally get abortion care for any reason up to 24 weeks into pregnancy and later when their health or life is at risk. However, many states have restrictive abortion bans that can make it difficult to access this critical care.

Abortion is a safe medical procedure that has extremely low rates of complications. However, barriers to abortion can compound the costs and logistical challenges of seeking care. For example, parental involvement laws can require adolescents to share details of their private lives with multiple people and undergo a stressful legal proceeding before having the right to choose whether to continue or terminate their pregnancy.

The Hyde Amendment prohibits federal funds from being used to cover abortions, but some states have enacted laws that allow Medicaid coverage of abortion in certain circumstances. Restrictions on abortion signal worsening access to reproductive health and can compound existing racial, ethnic and socioeconomic health inequities.
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Robert R. Gerber


Robert R. Gerber, known to the literary world by his pen name, Converge, is a writer whose work transcends the boundaries of genre and invites readers to explore the deepest recesses of the human psyche. With a career spanning several decades, Converge has earned a reputation as a thought-provoking author, weaving stories that resonate with readers on a profoundly emotional level. In this author biography, we delve into the life and works of Robert R. Gerber, better known as Converge.
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